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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

November 1, 2021 

 

 

MEMBERS 

 

Present – David Kostka, John Vig (7:20pm), Brook Crossan, Mary Massey, Thomas Pacheco, 

Thom Hennessy 

Absent – Liaison Susan Fitzpatrick 

 

 

OPENING REMARKS 

 

Chairperson David Kostka called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM, and read the following 

statement:  

 

“In accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Act P.L. 1975, Chapter 

231, public notice of this meeting has been provided by publication of an annual notice in 

the Asbury Park Press and posting of this notice on the bulletin board at Town Hall. 

 

Notice was provided to the Asbury Park Press that in order to comply with Executive Order 

No. 104 from the Governor of the State of New Jersey, this meeting would be held virtually 

with log-in information and telephonic numbers for call-in being provided via the 

Township’s website.” 

 

MINUTES 

 

The October 2021 minutes were approved with unanimous consent without any corrections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.coltsneck.org/
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REVIEW  OF ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (ZBA) APPLICATION – DUNKIN 

DONUTS 

• Chairperson Kostka reviewed the basics of the application before the ZBA. 

• The full application was available on the ZBA web-site. 

• After much discussion Crossan made a motion, seconded by Hennessy to send a letter to 

the ZBA expressing three concerns, that should be fully explored by the ZBA, with respect 

to the application: 

o The air pollution emissions from the vehicles queued at the drive-up window, and 

the potential for additional air pollutant emissions from congestion in the shopping 

center caused by queued vehicles that exceed queuing capacity of the drive-up 

window (numerous Dunkin Donuts in the area have been observed with queues 

exceeding 20 vehicles); 

o The potential for queuing vehicles creating congestion in the shopping center access 

to Merchants Way; and 

o Light pollution created by the additional lighted signs and increased operating 

hours. 

• The motion was passed unanimously, 6-0. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

a. Mr. Kostka stated that Red Bank launched a plastic bag, film recycling program.  They 

worked with manufacturer SC Johnson to develop the program.  Red Bank will begin 

collecting plastic film in special, separate containers starting November 3.  Plastic film or 

the soft plastics found in grocery bags, sandwich bags, bubble wrap, Zip lock bags, dry –

cleaning bags etc. will now be collected.  He has a call into them for additional details.  

Some information on Red Bank’s pilot program is included as Attachment #1. 

 

Bradley Beach (they are charged $95/ton for the plastic collected), Matawan (he has a 

call into them), and Loch Arbour have similar programs.   

 

Mr. Kostka will look further into the program to see if Colts Neck (CN) might 

become involved in a similar effort, and report at the December meeting. 

 

Crossan raised the issue, & Kostka concurred, that we also need to understand where the 

“recycled“ plastic is taken, and how it is processed, before the Township makes any 

decisions. 

 

2. Mr. Vig will explore the Backyard Wildlife Habitat certification process to see if a 

program should be developed to get Colts Neck and/or individual residents certified, 

and report at the December meeting. 

 

3. Mr. Crossan and Ms. Massey had begun exploring projects that the Environmental 

Commission (EC) might consider. 
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a. Ms. Massey, had circulated an example of Participatory Budgeting in Freehold.  

See Attachment #2.  In Freehold, 13 projects were put to a citizens vote and the 

top 3 are to be implemented.  While their budget of $200,000 exceeds what 

Colts Neck would likely do, the concept is very interesting. Ms. Massey will 

look into potential projects in Colts Neck. 

b. Mr. Crossan expressed that the EC should do more education of the residents 

and Township Committee (TC) with respect to climate change.  There was much 

discussion on this point. 

▪ Ms. Massey observed that people do not think about what they can do to 

reduce their carbon footprint often enough; 

▪ There was general consensus that the Township Committee needs to be 

more proactive, and take the issue more seriously; 

▪ There was discussion about the fact that the short-term direct impacts to 

Colts Neck may not be as great as in the shore communities; but 

▪ Mr. Crossan pointed out the costs to Monmouth County and the State of 

New Jersey will also be borne by the residents of Colts Neck; and 

▪ Mr. Kostka acknowledged that it was important for every community to 

do its part in the fight against climate change. 

▪ There is a Rutgers webinar that may be of interest.  See Attachment #3. 

▪ Ms. Massey and Mr. Crossan will report back in December regarding 

a variety of actions that the EC could consider attacking. 

 

4. Mr. Hennessey and Mr. Pacheco will look into appropriate field trips to increase the 

knowledge of the members, and report back at the December meeting.  Potential 

possibilities included: 

a. Dorbrook Park to look at areas that could be potentially forested for carbon 

sequestration; 

b. Monmouth County Reclamation Center: and 

c. A Monmouth County recycling center. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Mr. Kostka will confirm that our $2,000 grant from Sustainable Jersey does not 

expire in 2021. 

 

2. Mr. Hennessy felt that we need to develop a “business plan” to present to the TC regarding 

additional funds for environmental efforts. This should be discussed further at the 

December meeting. 

 

3. Mr. Crossan raised the issue of trying to recruit more people to the Environmental 

Commission. Two potential avenues discussed were using the new website, and 

approaching Green Team members. Mr. Kostka will report next month on this 

potential. 
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As a point of clarification on membership: 

a. EC’s must have a minimum of 5, and a maximum of 7 members.  We currently 

have 6. 

b. There is enabling legislation that would allow CN to amend its ordinance to 

provide for up to 2 Alternate Members, who only vote in the absence of regular 

members.  The current CN ordinance does not provide for this. 

c. The EC itself can appoint non-voting Associate Members (who do not have to be 

Township residents) and Student Members (e.g. interested high school, or college 

students). 

 

4. Mr. Vig will approach the TC regarding putting solar panels on the roof of the new 

Town Hall.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 pm. 

  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Brook Crossan 

 

Attachments: 

#1 – Red Bank Plastic Recycling Pages 

#2 – Freehold Participatory Budgeting 

#3 – Rutgers Climate Communication Webinar 
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Attachment #1 – Red Bank Plastic Recycling Pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up Page 
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Attachment #2 – Freehold Participatory Budgeting 
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Attachment #3 – Rutgers Climate Communication Webinar 
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