Township of Colts Neck 
Shade Tree Commission 
Regular Meeting – Via Zoom Conferencing 
Thursday, March 3, 2022 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
Minutes of Meeting  
Open Meeting Statement: Chair Melinda Martin called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
She reported that the notice requirements of the New Jersey public meetings law have been satisfied by notifying the Asbury Park Press and the News Transcript in a timely manner of the meeting date and location. The notice requirements have been posted on the township website, and a copy is on file in the office of the township clerk. Notice was provided that this meeting would be held virtually with log-in information and telephonic numbers for call-in being provided via the township’s website.  

Roll Call  
Present:   
Melinda Martin   
Patricia Eastman
Laura Riley  
Henry Hammond
Eileen Stivala
Absent:
Jim Nicoletti
Kyle Reese
Connie Wilson
Sue Fitzpatrick – Township Committee Liaison  

Approval: Draft Meeting Minutes 
Motion to approve the Jan 6, 2022, minutes by Laura Riley and seconded by Henry Hammond.  Minutes approved.  
A February meeting was not held due to problems with Zoom access.

[bookmark: _Hlk88922588]Board Business

Swearing in of returning Member
Jim Nicoletti was absent.

Budget for 2022
STC budget and justification were submitted

New Jersey Shade Tree Federation
Due to personnel issues, the applications have not yet been mailed by Rutgers.

Tree City Application
The application was processed and submitted by Laura Riley and Melinda Martin.

Arbor Day Celebration and Sapling Give-Away
Arbor Day is Friday April 29, but Eileen Stivala has been notified of delivery date of April 21 for saplings. The give-way is scheduled as an Earth Day event on Saturday April 23, 2022, from 9:00 till 11 AM. 
The large meeting room at the library is booked for a Spotted Lantern Fly seminar to run concurrently.

Spotted Lantern Fly
Independently Kyle Reese and Melinda Martin have been assembling best-practices information from county and state agencies and Rutgers University. A subcommittee consisting of Kyle, Melinda, Eileen Stivala, and Laura Riley will meet to design fliers for the Colts Neck web site and Next-Door. An informational seminar will be presented concurrent with the sapling give-away. 

Arboretum Report.
No action has been taken toward sorting out the Fessler Memorial Tree planting and plaque.
The two most recently planted arboretum trees (a London Plane Tree and a yellow deciduous magnolia) along Winthrop Road were in the path of septic lines for the new building. DEP moved the trees southward toward the pond. Laura Riley and Melinda Martin provided deer fencing for the trees.

Pollinator Corridors and Beautification Initiatives
Pat Eastman and Melinda Martin are ordering seeds and identifying sites. Lou Bader needs to be contacted to positively confirm that sites will not be mowed or treated with herbicide.

Tree Selection for Spring Planting at Bucks Mill, Five Points, and Laird Road Parks
Number, budget, and deadline for selection of trees. Choice of vendors? Who is planting? This has been an on-going issue for a year. Henry Hammond and Eileen Stivala are strongly opposed to having DPW purchase small trees from big box stores and planting themselves. They feel trees should be purchased from and planted by professional nurseries. They further feel that the purchase should include a guarantee and a level of after-care. 

New Resident Report-A-Concerns
None. 

Resident Outreach
None

Resolution of Previous Resident Concerns
1. Status of 151 Dutch Lane-Request to Clear Easements-no additional actions have been requested by the owner.
2. Status of 4 Shady Tree Lane and neighboring properties. Separate complaints were filed by a Shady Tree Lane resident and the Shade Tree Commission. No information about resolution has been communicated to STC.

Site Map Review
Anther Ridge, Block 22 Lot 6 & 7
295 Route 537, LLC
Both involve issues that are not STC related.

Invasive Species Strike Team
A work party is scheduled for green acres at the corner of Malvern Court and Clover Hill Road for March 19. A work party is scheduled for the west side of the arboretum along Heritage Lane for April 9 from 9-11 AM.

Dead Tree Removal
Please evaluate as you drive around and address needs at the next meeting.

Information for new residents
A subcommittee consisting of Pat Eastman, Connie Wilson, and Melinda Martin has not yet met to create a brochure for new residents that addresses issues related to various easements and protected public land.

Liaison Report
None-Sue Fitzpatrick was absent.

Motion to Adjourn
Henry Hammond and seconded by Eileen Stivala








